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Date

Parties

1.

Australian Football League ACN 004 155 211 of 140 Harbour Esplanade, Docklands,
Victoria, 3008 (AFL)

2. Australian Football League Players’ Association Incorporated Association Reg.
A0025229Z ABN 25 695 729 819 of Level 2, 170 Bridport Street, Albert Park, Victoria,
3206 (AFLPA)

Background

A. AFL is the controlling body of the AFLW.

B. AFL, as the controlling body, has the power to bind the Clubs to this Agreement.

C. AFLPA is the representative body of Players participating in the AFLW. AFLPA has the
authority to bind to this Agreement AFLPA members who are Players patrticipating in the
AFLW. The Players agree to the terms of, and are bound to, this Agreement by virtue of
each Player entering into a Standard Playing Contract.

D. AFL entered into an agreement with each Player and their applicable Club in respect of the
2019 AFLW Season, known as the Standard Playing Contract.

E. The parties have signed a Heads of Agreement dated 14 November 2018, agreeing that
certain matters would be included in a Collective Bargaining Agreement between the
parties.

F.  The parties have negotiated the terms of an AFL/AFLPA Collective Bargaining Agreement
on the terms and conditions set out herein.

G. Fundamental to the agreement of the Parties is a mutual obligation not to make any further

claims on each other, otherwise than in accordance with this Agreement, and the certainty
associated with that obligation is of fundamental importance to both Parties.

Agreed terms

1.
11

Definitions and Interpretation
Definitions

The following words have these meanings in this Agreement unless the contrary intention
appears:

Access Period means the seasonal period of employment set out in a Standard Playing
Contract for a Player who is contracted for more than one AFLW Season.

Accommodation Guidelines means the guidelines at Schedule F, as agreed between the
AFL and the AFLPA for the provision of accommodation to Players in certain circumstances.

Accredited Agent means an agent accredited by the AFL Players’ Association Player Agents
Accreditation Board or such other body approved by AFLPA and whose accreditation is not
suspended or cancelled.
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AFL means the Australian Football League ACN 004 155 211.

AFL Anti-Doping Code means the Australian Football Anti-Doping Code as amended by AFL
from time to time.

AFL Commission means the Commission appointed pursuant to the Articles of Association
of the AFL.

AFL Digital Media Properties means all online and mobile properties developed or published
by AFL for consumption on the AFL Telstra Network and/or for third party websites and mobile
applications.

AFL Intellectual Property means all registered and unregistered trade marks and brand
names, designs and copyright and other industrial and intellectual property of AFL and each
of the AFL Clubs including, without limitation, all playing uniforms, on-field uniforms, AFL Club
shield logos, AFL Club caricatures, AFL Club nicknames, all AFL logos and all audio and visual
recordings of AFL Matches and events, including photographs taken under AFL media
accreditation.

AFL Licensing Activities means Licensing Activities conducted by the AFL Consumer
Products Department or a Licensee which incorporate Intellectual Property.

AFL Men’s means the premier men’s Australian Football competition conducted by the AFL
currently known as the “AFL”.

AFL Men’s CBA means the 2017 — 2022 Collective Bargaining Agreement between the AFL
and the AFLPA in respect of the AFL Men'’s.

AFL Players’ Injury and Hardship Fund means the Injury Fund created pursuant to
clause 41 of the AFL Men’s CBA.

AFL Protected Sponsor means one or more of the four sponsors (or such greater number as
agreed between AFL and AFLPA) of the AFL nominated by the AFL in writing to AFLPA from
time-to-time.

AFL Rules means the AFL Rules and AFL Regulations of the AFL as determined from
time-to-time by the AFL Commission save that if there is any inconsistency or conflict
between the AFL Rules and this Agreement, this Agreement shall, to the extent of such
inconsistency or conflict, prevail.

AFLPA means the Australian Football League Players’ Association ABN 25 695 729 819.

AFLW means the premier women’s Australian Football competition conducted by the AFL
currently known as the Australian Football League Women'’s competition or “AFLW”.

AFLW Club or Club means an entity holding a licence to field a team in the AFLW
Competition.

AFLW Commercial Operations Guidelines means the guidelines determined by AFL to
regulate the commercial operations of the AFLW as amended by AFL from time to time.

AFLW Competition Rules means the competition rules in respect of the AFLW as determined
by the AFL from time to time.

AFLW Event means any event, other than a Match, conducted under the auspices of, and
approved by, the AFL in connection with the AFLW.
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AFLW Finals Series means the series of Matches played at the conclusion of the AFLW
Home and Away Season to determine the premier AFLW Club in each AFLW Season or any
like successor competition howsoever titled.

AFLW Match or Match means any football match played between or directly or indirectly
involving any AFLW Club including without limitation any practice match, trial match,
representative match or Exhibition Match, and State of Origin Match.

AFLW Home and Away Season means the series of Matches played at the conclusion of the
Pre-Season and prior to the AFLW Finals Series and for which premiership points are awarded
or any like successor competition howsoever titled.

AFLW Protected Sponsor means one or more of the four sponsors (or such greater number
as agreed between AFL and AFLPA) of the AFLW nominated by the AFL in writing to AFLPA
from time-to-time.

AFLW Rules means the AFLW Rules and AFLW Regulations as determined from time-to-
time by the AFL Commission save that if there is any inconsistency or conflict between the
AFL and/or AFLW Rules and this Agreement, this Agreement shall, to the extent of such
inconsistency or conflict, prevail.

AFLW Season means the period from the date of the first Match of the AFLW Competition
which for the purposes of this Agreement shall include the AFLW Home and Away Season to
the date of the Grand Final of the AFLW Finals Series.

AFLW Team means the team which the Club is licensed to field in the AFLW.

Agreement means this agreement together with any annexures and schedules.

Approved Sponsor Promotion means promotion by AFL sponsors, AFLW Sponsors or Club
Sponsors of:

(a) AFL, the AFLW or Club;

(b) sponsored AFL, AFLW or Club programs and properties including publication and
promotion of sponsored awards (e.g. Rising Star);

(c) AFL Men’s Matches and events; or
(d) Matches and AFLW Events,

and the dominant purpose of the promotion is not the promotion of goods and services of an
AFL sponsor, AFLW Sponsor or Club Sponsor.

Associate of a Club has the same meaning as described in the AFL Rules.
Associate of a Player has the same meaning as described in the AFL Rules.

Australian Football means the game played in accordance with the Laws of Australian
Football.

Authorised Broadcaster means any persons authorised by AFL to broadcast, transmit,
record and/or communicate the Matches or AFLW Events.

Broadcaster Access Policy means the policy that governs Club and Player commitments
to Authorised Broadcasters as amended by AFL from time to time in consultation with the
AFLPA.
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Club means an AFL club licensed by the AFL to field a team in the AFLW.

Club Doctor means the medical practitioner appointed by Club as its doctor.

Club Health Care Provider means a Health Care Provider employed or engaged by the Club.
Club Intellectual Property means all registered and unregistered trade marks and brand
names, designs and copyright and other industrial and intellectual property of the relevant
Club.

Club Rules means the rules, regulations, by-laws, and policies of, or approved or adopted by,
the Club and any determinations of the board of directors of the Club, as amended from time
to time.

Club Session means Club or AFL sessions including without limitation training, skills, video
sessions, strength and conditioning, mandatory preparation, recovery, Club medical
consultations, Club meetings, Club inductions, outductions, education and development
sessions and events as required by the Club or AFL in accordance this Agreement, with the
exception of Matches, Appearances, voluntary Club or AFL sessions (whether or not such
sessions occur using Club facilities) and Voluntary Use of Club Facilities.

Club Sponsors means a sponsor of the Club as advised by the Club from time to time.

Draft has the same meaning as described in the AFLW Competition Rules.

Employment Agreement means an agreement between a Player and the AFL, a Club or an
Associate of a Club to perform duties that are outside the scope of the CBA as provided in
clause 11.4.

Exhibition Match means a Match conducted under the auspices of AFLW to promote the
AFLW or the game of Australian Football.

Excess Medical Costs means the difference between:

(@) costs of any Club or AFL approved (such approval not to be unreasonably withheld)
consultations, corrective surgery or rehabilitation treatment for a Football Injury; and

(b) any lesser amount recoverable from Medicare and Player’'s Required Health Insurance
(including extras cover) in respect of such Club or AFL approved consultations,
corrective surgery or rehabilitation treatment for that Football Injury.

Featured Player means a Player who is the predominant or the central focus of the relevant
image or footage.

Football Injury means an injury or iliness suffered by Player as a result of:
(@) training or playing for their Club or AFLW Team in respect of AFLW during the Term;

(b) training or playing at the direction of their Club or AFL in respect of AFLW during the
Term;

(c) performing any Appearances pursuant to this Agreement;

(d) travel required by AFL or the Club to perform any obligations pursuant to this
Agreement; or

(e) performing any other services in accordance with this Agreement.
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Football Payments means in respect of a Player, any payment, consideration, advantage or
other benefit directly or indirectly given or provided to, or applied for the benefit of, the Player
or any Associate of the Player and which:

(@)

(b)

relates in any way to, or which is connected with, the Player’s past, present or future
services with a Club as a football player, or any agreement, arrangement or
understanding for the Player to join a Club or to refrain from joining a Club; or

is so given, provided or applied by a Club, or by an Associate of a Club, unless the
Player, the Club or the Associate of a Club proves to the satisfaction of the
Investigations Manager that the payment, consideration, advantage or benefit was
paid, given or provided to the Player, or applied for the benefit of the Player or any
Associate of a Player, in consideration of bona fide:

(i) employment;

(i) marketing; or

(iii)  other services or rights;

not falling within paragraph (a), rendered by the Player (Additional Services).

Free Agent means a Player who is deemed to be a free agent under the Free Agency

Rules.

Free Agency Rules means the rules relating to the movement of Players between AFLW
Clubs in certain circumstances as agreed by AFL and AFLPA.

Game Development and Promotion means one or more of the following purposes:

(@)

(b)
(c)

(e)

increasing participation in, and development of, Australian Football, such as
developing and supporting appropriate pathways for all segments from Auskick to
talent development and open age;

increasing Match attendance and viewership;

increasing AFL and Club membership;

building and improving community relations, specifically supporting leagues, clubs
and schools to motivate volunteers, umpires, coaches, teachers and sports trainers
for all levels of Australian Football to promote quality environments and also promoting
community engagement, education, leadership and employment initiatives,
particularly in indigenous and multicultural communities; or

promotion of Australian Football, AFL, the AFLW or the Club.

GPS Unit means a global or local positioning system unit that is able to determine and track a
Player’s precise location and is suitable to be worn during exercise.

Independent Agreement means an agreement which complies with the provisions of
clause 11.3.

Holiday Leave means the period referred to at item 11.2 of Schedule A.

Image includes a Player’'s name, image, photograph, footage, likeness, reputation or identity.
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Induction Period means the period commencing two weeks prior to the Training Start Date
and ending on the day prior to the Training Start Date, or as otherwise agreed by AFL and
AFLPA from time to time.
Injury Fund means a discretionary fund known as the Injury and Hardship Fund.

Investigations Manager has the same meaning as described in the AFL Rules.

Licensing Activities means product sales, sales promotions and advertising and
endorsement arrangements connected to product sales and sales promotions.

Laws of Australian Football means the rules of Australian Football as determined by the AFL
from time to time.

List means in respect of each Club, its Primary List and, if applicable, Rookie List of Players
maintained by the AFL.

Minimum Medical Standards means the minimum medical standards agreed by AFL and
AFLPA and set out in Annexure C and any variation to those standards agreed by AFL and
AFLPA from time to time.

Medical Officer means any duly qualified medical practitioner appointed by the Club or AFL.
Off Season means any period of the calendar year that falls outside:

(a) the term of the Standard Playing Contract for a Player who is contracted for a single
AFLW Season; and

(b) the Access Period for all other contracted Players.
Party means either the AFL or the AFLPA as the context dictates.

Payment means the total amount of payment Player will receive in consideration for Player’s
services and promises under this Agreement and payable to Player in accordance with
clause 7.

Player means a player of AFLW who is or becomes contracted with a Club or who is or
becomes listed with the AFL as a Player with a Club.

Player Development Governance Committee means the committee established under
clause 17.

Player Image Rights Holder means any person, company, trustee, trust or any other entity
that has a non-exclusive right to use or license the use of the image, name, likeness,
photograph, reputation and identity of a Player, and is a party to a Standard Playing Contract.

Pregnancy and Parental Management Travel Policy means the pregnancy and parental
management travel policy agreed by the AFL and AFLPA for the purpose of managing and
supporting Players who are pregnant or Players who have young children and providing a safe
environment for all participants, as amended from time to time.

Pre-Season means the period commencing on the Training Start Date and ending on the day
prior to the first Match of the AFLW Home and Away Season.

Primary List means the list of Players referred to in the AFLW Competition Rules.
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Prizemoney Pool means the funds set out in item 2 of Schedule A payable to Players whose
AFLW Team plays in an AFLW Finals Series Match during the Term.

Protected Club Sponsor means up to four (4) AFL approved sponsors nominated by the Club
as a protected sponsor for its AFLW Team. For the avoidance of doubt, the Protected Club
Sponsors may be different in part or in whole from the sponsors protected in connection with
the Club’s AFL Men’s team.

Relocation Allowance means the relocation allowance amount that may be payable to a
Player by her Club in accordance with item 11 of Schedule A in the manner provided by
clause 7(b)(iii).

Required Health Insurance means a current premium health insurance policy approved by
the Club, which Player is required to effect and maintain for the Term.

Retainer means the retainer amount specified in Item 1 of Schedule A and payable to Player
in accordance with clause 7.

Schedule means a schedule to this Agreement.

Sign & Trade Period means that period to occur in the months following each Season
whereby Clubs may sign and trade Players in accordance with clause 10.8.

Standard Playing Contract means the form of contract, as agreed between AFL and AFLPA,
for the employment of a Player by a Club to play AFLW.

State League Match means a match of Australian Football played between participating state
league or community football clubs as part of AFL approved, state-based Australian Football
competitions.

Term means the term of this Agreement as set out in clause 3 of this Agreement.

Travel Allowance means the travel allowance amount of $80 per night payable to Player in
accordance with clause 7(b)(ii).

Training Start Date shall be the date determined by the AFL after genuine consultation with
the AFLPA each year for the commencement of Pre-Season.

Tools of Trade means Player’s footwear (including boots and running shoes), gloves, sports
bras, hair ties/clips and protective headwear (for example, helmets), but excludes fashion
scrunchies and hats.

Voluntary Use of Club Facilities means the voluntary or personal uses of Club facilities and
resources as set out in the AFLW Competition Rules, which include:

(@) Player arriving to a session earlier than required (i.e. earlier than the time stipulated
by Club, or earlier than is reasonably necessary to be ready when required);

(b) Player choosing to do extra sessions at the Club, or outside the Club using Club
resources;

(c) time spent eating Club provided meals, if not required to be at the Club;

(d) extra rehabilitation/rehabilitation Player chooses to complete (over and above what is
expected or required by Club); or

(e) any Player requested session.



1.2 Construction

2.

(@)

(b)

(c)

In the interpretation of this Agreement, unless the contrary intention appears:

(vii)

(viii)

(x)

(xi)

words importing the singular shall be deemed to include the plural and vice
versa;

words importing any gender shall be deemed to include the other gender;

words importing persons shall be deemed to include all bodies and
associations, corporate or unincorporated and vice versa;

headings are included for convenience only and shall not affect the
interpretation of this Agreement;

any schedules, annexures and appendices are included in and form part of this
Agreement;

if a word or phrase is given a particular meaning, then cognate words and
phrases have corresponding meanings;

unless otherwise agreed, all sums of money and payments referred to in this
Agreement shall be in Australian currency;

if a period of time is specified and dates from a given day or the day of an act
or event, it is to be calculated inclusive of that day;

if an act prescribed under this Agreement to be done by a party on or by a given
day is done after 5.00 pm on that day, it is taken to be done on the following
day;

a reference to a Recital, clause, schedule, annexure or appendix is a reference
to a Recital or clause of or schedule, annexure or appendix to this Agreement;
and

payments referred to are gross payments, rather than net of tax.

Where the meaning of various words and terms in this Agreement differ from the
meaning given to the same or like words and terms contained in the AFL Rules, the
meanings contained in this Agreement shall prevail.

This Agreement is considered reasonable by the AFL and the AFLPA, but:

(i)

(ii)

each provision in this Agreement shall be read and construed independently of
the other provisions so that if one or more provisions is held to be invalid as an
unreasonable restraint or for any other reason whatsoever then the remaining
provision shall be valid to the extent that they are not held to be invalid; and

if any such provisions are found to be invalid but would be valid if some part of
the provision were deleted, such provisions shall apply with such modification
as may be necessary to make it valid and effective.

Application

(@)

This Agreement will apply to:



(i)

AFL;

(i) AFLPA; and

(i) each Player employed by a Club.

(b)

(d)

3. Term

(d)

The Parties warrant and represent to each other that each of them has full power and
authority to enter into and to perform this Agreement and the entering into and
performance of this Agreement does not contravene any contractual, legal or other
obligations of them whatsoever. This Agreement constitutes a legal, valid and binding
obligation on the Parties enforceable in accordance with its terms.

The Parties acknowledge that this Agreement has been negotiated and agreed on the
basis of the licences issued to Clubs as at 1 November 2019. If the AFL proposes to
issue any additional licences to Clubs to compete in the AFLW competition prior to
the expiry of this Agreement, it must notify AFLPA as soon as reasonably practicable
in writing (and in any event prior to the introduction of those additional licences).

If notice is given pursuant to clause 2(c), the Parties must meet in good faith to discuss
whether a variation to this Agreement is required, having regard to the impact of the
additional licences to be issued, as quickly as possible.

This Agreement shall operate on and from 1 November 2019 and subject to the
provisions of this Agreement operate until 31 October 2022 and will, subject to clause
3(d), continue to apply after that date until a new collective bargaining agreement is
made between the AFL and the AFLPA.

The parties acknowledge that the terms of this Agreement are intended to establish
the framework within which AFLW will operate, acknowledging that Players will
continue to enter into a Standard Playing Contract.

For the purposes of this clause, the terms and conditions that apply on 31 October
2022, including any monetary benefits, shall continue to apply until a new collective
bargaining agreement is made between the AFL and the AFLPA unless this
Agreement is terminated pursuant to clause 3(d).

In the event that the parties are unable to reach agreement on the terms of a new
collective bargaining agreement by 1 July 2022 or such later date as agreed between
the Parties, either Party may by the giving of 30 days’ notice in writing to the other
Party terminate this Agreement provided that such notice shall not take effect before
1 November 2022.

4. Terms and Conditions of Employment

41 General

(@)
(i)

The terms and conditions of employment set out in this Agreement:

establish the minimum terms and conditions of employment applying to all
Players employed during the Term of this Agreement;

(i) apply to and are incorporated into any existing or future Standard Playing

Contract between AFL, a Club and a Player; and
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(c)
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(iiiy  prevail over any inconsistent term or provision in any such Standard Playing

Contract.

The benefits set out in this Agreement reflect the total payments and benefits to be
made and provided to Players by AFL and Clubs, other than payments and benefits
under bona fide Employment Agreements. In the event of the Players becoming
entitled to a statutory benefit not otherwise provided for in this Agreement or in excess
of the level of benefits provided for in this Agreement or in current legislation, the AFL
shall be entitled to seek to vary the terms of this Agreement under clause 45.

The AFLPA acknowledges and agrees that any restrictions in this Agreement
(including pursuant to ancillary documents such as the AFLW Rules) including without
limitation, restrictions on the freedom of Players to transfer from one Club to another,
and restrictions on payment the Club or AFL may give or apply for the benefit of Player
or an associate of Player are necessary and reasonable for the purpose of protecting
the legitimate interests of the AFL, each Club and the AFLW.

Tools of Trade

(@)

(b)

(c)

(f)

Players shall be entitled to Tools of Trade of Player’'s choice in accordance with this
clause 4.2.

Subject to this clause 4.2, each Club will provide each Player with two (2) pairs of
boots and one (1) pair of running shoes, and additional boots or running shoes as
reasonably required in the Club’s discretion (acting reasonably) at no cost to a Player
(Club Footwear), unless a Player makes an election pursuant to clause 4.2(e).

Each Club will determine the brand and style of Club Footwear in its sole discretion.

Should a Player have a medical reason for not wearing the Club Footwear as
approved by the Club Medical Officer, then the Club will supply Club Footwear from
an alternate supplier or reimburse that Player for the cost of alternate Club Footwear.

Subject to clause 4.2(d):

(i) if a Player does not wish to use Club Footwear, the Player must, on or before
the Training Start Date, advise their Club of such election. A Player’s election
will be binding for the AFLW Season; and

(i) Clubs must ensure that Club Footwear is available to Players who have not
opted out of Club Footwear by no later than the Training Start Date.

Clubs shall reimburse Players the cost of any item that the Club instructs the Player
to use but does not adequately provide to the Player, including but not limited to,
footwear (boots and running shoes), gloves, compression garments, GPS watches,
heart-rate monitors, club uniform, training equipment, IT equipment, supplements,
recovery products and bikes.

For the avoidance of doubt, if a Club provides Players with the item in sufficient
quantity and of appropriate quality, the Club will not be required to reimburse a Player
if she elects to purchase a substitute for the item provided by the Club.

The Club and the AFL are not otherwise required to reimburse a Player for the cost of
any item or equipment that forms part of Player’'s Tools of Trade other than as set out
in this clause 4.2. For the avoidance of doubt, if a Player elects not to wear Club



()

11

Footwear in accordance with this clause 4.2, Club is not required to reimburse the
Player for costs of footwear other than in accordance with clause 4.2(d).

Subject to clause 4.2(j), a Player is entitled to licence the use of their Image to a
footwear sponsor who is a competitor of a Club Sponsor provided that:

(i) the Player receives no less than $3,000 cash from the footwear sponsor for
the grant of such licence; and

(i) such use does not involve the use or association with AFL, AFLW or Club
Intellectual Property.

The AFLPA on behalf of all Players acknowledges and agrees that:

(i) If a Player licences that Player's Image to a footwear sponsor pursuant to
clause 4.2(i), such licence does not extend to other apparel and the Player’s
Image will not be used in association with other apparel of the footwear
sponsor. A Player will not be in breach of this clause if that Player’s Image
is associated with other apparel of the footwear sponsor provided the
association is incidental to promotion of the footwear; and

(i) a Player is entitled to licence that Player’s Image to Tools of Trade sponsors
(other than footwear sponsors, which are covered by clause 4.2(i)) in
accordance with the AFLW Commercial Operations Guidelines unless the
AFL or Club (as applicable) nominates in writing prior to the start of the Pre-
Season that a Tools of Trade sponsor is a Protected Club Sponsor, AFLW
Protected Sponsor or an AFL Protected Sponsor.

4.3 Club Sessions

(@)

()

Reference to “induction, outductions and education” within the meaning of Club
Sessions includes (without limitation) Club Sessions designed to educate Players
about the AFLW Rules, Club Rules and Policies.

The parties acknowledge that:

(i) voluntary Player welfare or professional development activities are not Club
Sessions and Players will not be entitled to additional payment for welfare or
professional development activities except as required by law; and

(i) Voluntary Use of Club Facilities by Players will not constitute a Club Session
and a Player will not be entitled to any additional payment for Voluntary Use of
Club Facilities.

In the event AFL or Club travel arrangements are not made and paid for by the Club
or AFL for Club Sessions in excess of a 100km round trip from the Club’s usual home
training facility, such as training camps, Players will be entitled to be reimbursed for
travel in excess of a 100km round trip from the point of departure from Player’'s home,
place of work or Club’s usual home training facility at an agreed per kilometre rate as
specified by the Australian Taxation Office.

4.4 Dangerous or Hazardous Activities

(@)

Except as directed by Club or AFL, Player will not, during the Term, without the prior
written consent of Club or AFL:



(b)

(c)

(d)
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(i) engage in any dangerous or hazardous activity;
(i) put Player's own or another Player’s safety at risk; or
(i)  engage in any activity that in the reasonable opinion of Club or AFL
represents an unreasonable risk of injury to Player or otherwise affects
Player’s ability to perform Player’s obligations pursuant to this Agreement or

any other agreement with Club or AFL.

Player acknowledges that activities that fall within the scope of clause 4.4(a) include
(without limitation) the following:

(i) flying in an aeroplane, helicopter or other airborne machine or device unless it
is a commercial flight being operated by a major domestic or international
airline or any of its subsidiaries (e.g. Qantas, Jetstar or Virgin Australia);

(i) participating in so-called “extreme sports”; and

(iii) indoor or outdoor rock climbing, hang gliding, parachuting or bungy jumping.

The parties agree that clause 4.4(a) does not apply to Club Sessions, Appearances,
Matches or AFLW Events including playing for or training with the Club or AFL.

Subject to clause 4.5, clause 4.4(a) will not a